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or men of a lifeleſs, formal religion. We are griats. 


_ pines; going hand in hand. There is humblene s 


4 | eee 1 
EARNEST APPEAL 
TO MEN OF 


REASON axy RELIGION. 


A ETHOUGH it is with us a very ſmall thing to 
F be judged of you or of man's judgment, ſeeing 
we know God will make our INNOCENCY as clear 
4 the light, and our Jusr DEALING as the noon-day ; 
ogg we ready to give any that are willing to 

r, a plain account both of our principles aud 
actions: as having renounced the hidden things of, 


Mane, and deſiring nothing more, than by manifeſta- 


tion of the truth to command our ννσ⁰ e every man's 1 9 
con ſcience in the fight of GO. 
2. We ſee (an who does not?) the numberleſs 3 

follics and mileries of our fellow creatures. We 
ſee on every fide, either men of no religion at all, 1 


4 ; IF 


ed at the fight, and ſhould greatly rejotce, it . 148 
any means we might convince fome, that ther | 
a better religion to be attained, a religion worthy” 
of God that gave it, And this we conceive to e 3 
no other than love; the love of God and of k 
mankind ; the loving God with all our heart, ank 
foul; and ſtrength, as having firſt loved us, as the 
fountain of all the good we have received, and of +» 
all we ever hope to enjoy; and the loving every 
foul which God hath made, every man of cart, 
as our own ſoul. 5 „ 
This lege we believe to be the medicine ff 
life, the never-failing remedy, for all the evils of a 4 
difardered world, for all the miſeries and vices of | 
men, Whefever this is, there are virtue arid hap- 
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of mind, © gentleneſs, long-ſuffering, the whole 
image of God, and at the ſame time a peace that 
333 all underſtanding, and joy unſpeakable and 
ull of glory. Eb Wer ene BE. 135 1 4 

„Eternal ſunſhine of the ſpotleſs mind; ** 

Eich pray'r accepted, and each wiſh reſign'd: 

Deſires compoled, affections ever even, 

Tears that delight, and ſighs that waft to heay'n,” 

4. This religion we long to ſee eſtabliſhed in the 
world, a religion of love and joy and peace, hav- 
ing its ſeat in the heart, in the Para ſoul, hut 
ever ſhewing itſelf, by its fruits, continually ſpring- 
ing nat only in all innocence, (for love ere 
vo ill to his neighbour) but likewiſe in every kind 

of beneficence, {preading virtue and happineſs alk 
around it, 4 3 

5. This religion have we been followin after 
. for many years, as many know if they 8 teſti» 
fy.;. but all this time, ſeeking wiſdom we found i 
not; we were ſpending our ſtrength in vain, Ane 
being now under full conviction of this, we declare- 
it to all mankind: for we deſire not that otherg - 
ſhould wander out of the way, as we have dong _ 
before them; but rather that they may profit by. wy 
ur loſs, that they may go (tho' we did not, having 
then no man to guide us) the ſtrait way to, the relig 
gion of love, even by faith. _ n 
6. Now faith {luppoſing the ſcripture to be of. 
| God) is Tear pe TW iiyx@®- 8 B the demonFs; '4 
—  trative evidence of things unſeen, the ſupernaturab 
evidence of things inviſible, not perceivable by. 
eyes of fleſh, or by any of our natural ſenſes of an 
culties, Faith is that, divine evidence, whereby | 
the ſpiritual man diſcerneth God and the things of © 
God, It is with regard to the ſpiritual world,” 
what ſenſe is with regard, to the natural, It is the. + 
1 3x4 ſenſation of every ſou]: that is bern of 
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5 perhaps you have not conſidered it in this 3% 
view Tt then explain ie 4 lake farher, , 
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Faith, according to the N account, is the 


eye of the new. born ſoul. Hereby every true be- 
Kever in God -/eeth kim who' is inviftble. Hereby 
(in a more particular. manner, ſince hfe and immor- 
tality have been brought to light by the goſpel) he 
feeth the light of the glory f God in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and, #eholdeth what manner of ioue it is, 
whick the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we (h 
are born of the ſpirit) ſhould be called the fons'of God. 
It is the ear of the ſoul} whereby a ſmner hears the 
vouce of the Son of God and lives; even that voice which, 
alone wakes the dead, ſaying, fon thy fins are for- 
c * ** 
It is (if T may be allowed the expreſhon) the 
palate of the ſoul: for hereby a believer taſtes the- 
ood word, and the powers of the world to come: and. 
ereby he both taſtes and ſees that God is gracious, yea 
and merciful to him a ſinner. + 
It is the'feeling of the foul, whereby a behever 
perceives, through the power of the Hhgheſt ouerflows+ 
ing him, both the exiſtence and the -prelence of him, 
in whom ke lives,” moves, and has his being ; and in- 
deed the whole invitble world, the entire {ſyſtem - 
of ' things eternal. And hereby, in particular, he 
feels the love of God fhed abroad in his heart. 


8. By this faith we are ſaved from all aneafineſs, E 


of mind, from the anguiſh of a wounded ſpirit, 
from diſcontent, from fear, and ſorrow of heart, 
and fron that inex preſſible liſtleſneſs and wearineſs, 
bath of-the- werd and of ourſelves, which we had 
ſo helplefsly laboured under for many yeais;. eſpe- 
etally when we-were out of the hurry of the world, 
and funk into calm reflection. In this we find that 
love of God, and of all mankind, which we had 
elſe where ſoughtin vain, This we know and feel, 
and therefore- cannot but declare, {ſaves every ona 
that partzkes of it, both from ſin and miſery, from 
every unhappy and every unholy emper.. 
L Soft peace ſhe. brings, wherever ſhe arrives, 

_ © She builds our quiet, as ſhe ſorms our lives; 
8 4 A "ie : & Lays | 
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And opens in each breaſt a little heaven.“ 


Lays the rough paths of peeviſh nature even, 5 4 
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9. If you aſk, « Why then have not all men this "2 


faith? All at leaſt who conceive it to be ſo happy. a 


fig? Why do not they believe immediatly ß 


Me anſwer, (on the ſcripture hypotheſis) I: ,, 
gift of God. No man is able to work it in himſelf,” 
It is a work of omnipotence, It requires no leſs 
; „eee to quicken a dead ſoul, than to raiſe a 


y that lies in t erte It is a new creation; 


and none can create a ſoul anew but he who at fſt 


created the heavens aud the ceartiin.. 

10. May not your own experience teach you this? 
Can you give yourſelf this Faith? Is it now in your 
power to ſee, or hear, or taſte, or feel God? Have 
you already, or can you raiſe in yourſelf "ny * 
ception of God, or of an inviſible World F. I ſup - 


poſe you do not deny, that there is an inviſible 


World: you will not charge it in poor old Heſiod, 


to Chriſtian prejudice of education, when he-lays, 


in thoſe well known words, 


- Millions of fpiritubl-creatures. walk the earth | : 


© Unſeen, whether we wake, or if we fleep. 
Now, is there'any power in your ſoul, whereby 


you diſcern either theſe, or him that created them? 


Or, can all your wiſdom and. ſtrength open an in- 
tercourſe between yourſelf and the world of ſpirits? 
Is it in your power to burſt the veil that is on your 


heart, and let in the light of eternity? You know | 
it is ndt. Vou not only do not, but cannot (by 


your own Cong) thus believe. The more you 
labour fo to do, the more you will be convinced, 
it 25 the gift of God. ' Br Nen OP; 

11. It is the free gift of God, which he beſtows 


not on thoſe who are worthy of his favour, not on 


| ſuch as are previouſly holy,” and ſo it to be crowned. 
with all the bleflings of his goodneſs: but on the 


ungodly and unholy; on thoſe who till that hour 


were fit only, for everlaſting deſtruction; thoſe in 
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whom was na goed thing, and whole only plea ' 
Was, God, be merciful to me a inner. No ment, no 
84 p | | 


- -: . 
E 


goodneſs in man precedes the forgiving love f 
God. n mercy ſuppoſes nothing in 
, us but a ſenſe of mere ſin and miſery: and to all | 
A who ſee, and feel, and own their wants, and their 
| utter, inability to remove them, God freely gives 
Faith, for the ſake of him in whom he is always well 


12. This is a ſhort rude ſketch of the doctrine 


we, teach. Theſe are our fundamental principles; 
and we {ſpend our lives in confirming others herein, 
and in e ſuitable to them. 
Now, if you are a reaſonable man, although you 
do not believe the chriſtian ſyſtem to be of God, 
lay your hand upon your breaſt and calmly conſi- 
der, what it is that you can here condemn ? What 
evil have we dane to you, that 1615 ſhould join the 
common cry againſt us? Why ſhould you lay, away 
with ſuch fellows from the earth: it is not fit that they 4 
ſhould live ? | 3 4 
1. It is true, your judgment does not fall in 
with ours. We believe the ſcripture to be of Gg. 
This you do not believe. And how do you defend 
3 againſt them who urge you with he 
guilt of unbelief? Do you not fay, * Every man 
muſt judge according to the light he has, and that 
if he be true to this he ought not to be condemn» 
ed?“ Keep then to this, and turn the tables: Must 
not we alſo judge according to the light we have? 
You can in nowiſe condemn us, without involy- 
ing yourſelves in the ſame condemnation. Aecord- 
ing to the light we have, we cannot but believe the 
ſcripture is of God; and, while we believe this, 
we dare not turn aſide from it, to the right hand or 
to the left, 9 N 
14. Let us conſider this point a little farther. 
- You yourſelf believe there is a God, You have 
the witneſs, of this in your own breaſt, Perhaps 
ſometimes: you trenible before him. Lou believe 
there is ſugh a thing as right and wrong, that there 


* 1 l 


As 2 difference between moral good and evil. Of 
__ Conſequence, you mult allow, there is ſuch a thisg 
at > EFF 


- 


they ale, therewith io be content, | Bs. 
1. Yet again. Are we to be guided by our own 
__ conſcience, or by that of other men? You furely 


| N 
as conſcience: I mean, that every perſon, capable 
of ie flection, is conſcious to himſel“, when he 
looks back on any thing he has done, whether it be 


good or evil, You mult likewiſe allow, thatevery 
man 1s to be guided by his own conſcience, not 


- 


another's, Thus far, doubtleſs, you may go, With 


out any danger of being a volunteer in faith, 
15. Now then, be conſiſtent with yourſelf, _ If 


there be a God, who being juſt and good, (attributes 


inſeparable from the very idea of God) is a rewarder 
of them that diligent y ſeek him, ought we not to do 
whatever we belive will be acceptable to ſo good a 
maſter? Qhbſerve: if we believe, if we are fully 
per ſuaded of this in our own mind, ought we not 
thus to ſeck him? and that with all diligence p 
Elle, how ſhould we expect any reward at his 


hands ? | 
16. Again: ought we not to do what we believe 


is morally good, and to abſtain from what we judge 


is evil? By good I mean, conducive to the good 
of mankind, tending to advance peace, and geod- 


wall among men, promotive of the happineſs of our 


Fellow. creatures; and by evil, what is contrary 
thereto,- Then ſurely you cannot condemn our 


endeavouring afier our power, to make mankind 
Happy; (I now ſpeak only with regard to the pre- 
{ent world; our ſtriving, as we can, to leſſen their 
ſorrows, and to teach them in whatſoever ' ſtate 


* 


will not ſay, that any man's conſeiepᷣce can preclude 


mine. You, at leaſt,” will not plead for robbing us, 
of what you ſtrongly claim for yourſelves. I mean, 


the tight of private judgment, which is indeed 
unalienable from reaſonable creatures, You well 
Know, that unleſs we faithfully follow the diftates 


of offence toward God and toward man, 


1 18. Upon your own principles therefore you muſt _ k 
Allow us to be, at leaſt, innocent; Do you find any + ß 
V dileulty_ 
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of our own mind, we cannot have à conſcience void 
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difficulty in this you ſpeak much of prepoſſe ſſion 7 
and prejudice; beware you are not entangled there- 

in yourſelves. Are you not prejudiced againſt 

becauſe we'believe and ſtrenuaully defend that ſy 

tem of do&rines which, you oppole? Are you not 

enemies to us, becauſe you take it for granted we 

are ſo to.:you? Nay, God forbid! I once ſaw one, 

who, from a plentiful fortune, was reduced to the 
loweſt extremity. He was lying on a ſick bed, in 

violent pain, without even convenient food, or 

one friend: to comfort him: fo that when his mer- 

ciful landlord, to compleat all, ſent one to take his 

bed from under him, I was not ſurprifed at his 
attempt to put an end to ſo milerable a life. Now, 

when I faw that poor man, weltering in his blood, 

could I be ,angry at him? Surely no, No mare 

can I at you. I can no more hate than I can envy ' _ 

you. I can only liſt up my heart to God for you 7 

(as I did then for him] and, with filent tears, | 
heſcech the Father of mercies, that he would lock 

on you 1n your blood, and ſay unto you, Zive. .- :; 

19. Sir, (ſaid that unhappy wan, at my frſt _ 

interview with him) I ſcorn to deceive. yau or any 

man, You muſt not tell me of your Bible; for. 

do not believe one word of it. I know there ig a 
God, and believe he is all in all, the Anima, 

Mundi, the 7 AF + C | P | . 4 

Mens agitans molem, & magno fe corpore mifcens," 
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„ But farther than this, I believe not; all is dark 
my thought is loſt, But I hear (added he) you / 
preach to' a geen! number of people every night 
and morning, Pray, what would you do with them?. 
Whither would you lead them ? What religion do 
you preach ? What is it goon for * I replied, “ 1. 
lo . to as many as defire to hear, 77 night 
fy | morming.” You aſk, “ What I would do winx 
them? '1 would make them virtuous and happy, 
ealy in themſelves, and uſeful to others. Whithex 
wayld I lead them“ To heaven; to 1 8 
* = . | n * u ge, Ne 


. 
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1 ©) 
Judge, the lover of all, and to Jefus the Mediator 
of the new covenant, | © What religion do I 
preach ?“ The religion of love; che law of kind- 
neſs brought to light by the goſpel, “ What is this 
good for 5 To make all who receive it enjoy God 
and themſelves: to make them like God; lovers 
of all; contented in their lives; and crying out at 
their death, in calm aſſurance, @ grave where ig thy 
victory / Thanks be unto God, who giveth me the 
victory, through my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ' 
20. Will you object to ſuch a religion as this; 
that it is not reaſonable ? Is it not reaſonable then 
to love God? Hath he not given you life and 
breath, and all things? Does he not till continue 
his love to you, filing your heart with food and 
gladneſs ? What have you which you have not 
received of him? And does not love demand a 
return of love? Whether therefore you do love 
God or no, you cannot but own it is reaſonable fo 
todo; nay, ſeeing he is the parent of all good, to 
love him with all your hearts. 
- 22, Is it not reaſonable alſo to love our neighe 
bour? Every man whom God hath made? Are 
we not brethren? The children of one father ? 
Ouzht ave not then to love one another? And, 
ſhould we only love them that love us 7 Is that 
acting like our Father which is in heaven? He 
cauſeth his ſun to ſhine on the evil and on the 
good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the 
unjuſt, And can there be a more equitable rule of 
our love, than thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy» 
felf? You will plead for the reaſonablenels. of this; 
as alſo for that golden rule, (the only adequate 
meaſure of brotherly love, in all our words and 
actions 2 ye would that men ſhould do unte 
| Hou, even ſo do unto them, . 
„ 8, Is it not reaſonable then, that as we haye 
. Spportuniry, we ſhould. do good unto all men? 
ot only friends but enemies, not only to ie 
2 bt likewiſe tothe evil and unthankful, 
it not right that all our life ſhould be one cone © g 
. | ines 2 
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( or ) 
tinned labour of love 7 If à day paſſes without - 
doing good, may one not well ſay, with Titus,“ 
Amici. diem perdidi ! And is it enough, to feed he 
hungry, to clothe the naked, to viſit thoſe who 
are ſick or in priſon? Should we have no pity 
for thoſe © 1% | | ; 


Who figh' beneath guilt's horrid ſtain, 
The worſt confinement and the heav ieſt chain d 


Should we ſhut up our compaſſion toward thoſe 
Who are, of all men moſt miſerable, becauſe they 
are. miſerable by their own fault? If we bave 
found a medicine to heal even that ſickneſs, ſhould 
we not, as we have freely received it, freely give ? 
Should we not pluck them as brands out of the 
fire? The fire of luſt, anger, malice, reven e? 
Vour inmoſt ſoul anſwers, It ſhould be done; it is 
reaſonable in the higheſt degree, Well, this is the 
ſum of our preaching, and of our lives, our ene- 
mies themſelves being. the judges. If therefore 
vou allow, that it is reaſonable to love God, io 
ove mankind, and to do good to all men, you can- 
not but allow, that religion which we preach and 
live, to be agreeable to * higheſt reaſon; _ 
2. Perhaps all this you can bear. II is tole- 
Table: enough: and if we ſpoke only of being /aved 
.by love, you ſhould have no great objection: but 
you do not comprehend what we ſay of being 
ſaved by faith.“ I know you do not.“ You do not 
in any degree comprehend what we mean by that 
expreſſion; have patience then, and I will tell 
ou yet again, By thoſe words, we are ſaved by 
Faith, we mean, that the moment à man receives 
that faith which is above deſcribed, he is ſaved 
from doubt and fear, and ſorrow of | heart, by. a 
that paſſes all underſtanding ; from the hea- - 
. vineſs of a wounded ſpirit, by joy utipeakable; 
[and from his fins, of whatſoever kind they were; 
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from his vicious deſires, as well as words and 
ations, by the love of God and of all mankind, 
then ſhed abroad in his heart. 
24. We grant nothing is more unreaſonable, than 
to imagine that ſuch mighty effects as theſe can be 
wrought by that poor, empty, inſignificant thing 
which the world calls faith, and you among them. 


| | But ſuppoſing there: be ſuch a faith on the Earth, 


as that which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, ſuch an inter- 


_.courſe between God and the ſoul, what is too 
hard for ſuch a faith? You'yourſelves#*may'cor- 


ceive, that all things are 'poffible to him that thus 


Believet : to him that thus walks with God; that is 


now.a citizen of heaven, an inhabitant of eternity. 


= therefore you will contend with us, you muſt 
ange the ground of your attack. You muſt flatly 
den there 1s any faith upon eatth : but perhaps 


this you might think too large à ſtep. Ven cannot 


do this, without a ſecret condemnation in your en 
breaſt, O that you would at length cry to God for 
that heavenly gift! whereby” alone this truly 


man, can be planted'in your heart. 


25. If you lay, 4 But thoſe that'profeſsthivfaith 


"reaſonable religion, this beneficent love of Godiand 


dare the moſt unreaſonable of all men” I. le, 
et Who are thoſe that profeſs this faith?“ Perhaps 
you do not perfonally/know' ſuch # mat in the 


world.” Who are they that ſo much us profels to 


have this evidence of things not ſeen 7 That profeſs 

to ſee him that is inviſible? To hear the" volte of 

God, and to have his ſpirit ever witneſſing with their 

| Brits, that they are the children of Goff I ar ybu 

Will ind few that even profels,. 

| the large numbers of " thoſe” who*"ate” en 
believers, [4 1 2 99 
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236. „ However, there are enough. that 'profels 


themſelves Chriſtians.” Vea, too may, Gen 
knoweth; too many that coufute their meg 
feſſions, by the whole tendr of their lives,” *1-wit 


allow all you can ſay on this head, and perhaps. 


more than all, Tis now eine years Fare 1 Wa 
E engag 


ts faith, 3 
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engaged unawares in a converſation with a ſtrong 
reaſoner, who at firſt urged the wickednels of the 
American Indians, as a bar to our hope of convert- 
ing them io Chriſtianity. But when I mentioned their 
temperance, juſtice, and veracity, (according to the 
accounts I had then received it was aſked, * Why, 
if thoſe heathens are ſuch men as theſe, what will 
they gain by being made Chriſtians ? What would 
they gain by being ſuck rough ph rr as we ice every 
where round about us?” 1 could not deny, they 
would loſe,” not gain, by ſuch a Chriſtianity as 
this. Upon which ſhe added, „Why, what elſe 
do you mean by Chriſtianity? My plain anſwer 
was, What do you apprehend to be more valuable 
than'good ſenſe, good nature; and good manners? 
All cheſe are contained, and that in the higheſt 
degree, in what 1 mean by Chriſtianity, od 
ſenſe, (ſo called) is but a poor, dim ſhadow of what 
Chriſtians call faith. Good nature is only a faint, 
diſtant reſemblance of Chriſtian charity. Aud 
good manners, of the moſt finiſhed kind that 
nature aſhſted by art can attain to, is but à dead 
picture of that holineſs of converſation, nich 
is the image of God viſibly expreſſed, All theſe 
put together by the art of God, I call®Chriſtianity. 
Sir, if this be chriſtianity, (ſaid my opponent in 
amaze) I never ſaw a chriſtian in my life.“ | 
2. Perhaps it is the fame caſe with you, If ſo, 
J am grieved for you, and can only wiſh, till you 
do ſee a living proof of this, that you would not 
ſay, you fee a chtiſtian. For this is ſcriptural 
chriſtianity, and this alone. Whenever therefote 
you ſee an unreaſonable man, you ſee one Who 
perhaps calls himſelf by that name, but is no more 
a; chriſtian than he is an angel. So far as he 
+ departs from true genuine reaſon, fo far he departs 
from chriſtianity, Do not ſay this is only afferted, 
not proved. It is undeniably proved by the 
] original charter of chriſtianity, We appeal to this, 
o the written word. If any man's 'temper or 
words, or actions, are n ry to right . 5 
I f / ik 


9 
n 
tf 
. 


6. 0 * 
* 


* 


* 4 F3 * 
wur 


__ 2 ä 8 5 
9 ES” — ("87 


(14 ) 


it is evident to a demonſtration, they are confta- 
dictory to this. Produce any poſlible or concetw- 
able inſtance, and you will find the fact is ſo. The 
lives therefore of thoſe who are called chriſtians, 
is no juſt objection to chtiſtiani yx. 
28. We join with you then in defiring a religion 
founded on reaſon, and every way agreeable there- 
to. But one queſtion ſtill remains to be aſked, 
what do you mean by reaſon ? I ſuppoſe you mean 
the eternal reaſon, or, the nature of things: the 
nature of God, and the nature of man, with the 
relations neceſſarily ſubſiſting between them. 
Why, this is the very religion we preach : a reli- 
gion evidently founded on, and every way agree> 
able to eternal reaſon, to the eſſential nature of 
things. Its foundation ſtands on the nature of Gd 
and the nature of man, together with their mutual .- 
relations. And it is every way ſuitahle thereto: 
to the nature of God; for it begins in knowi 
him, and where but in the true knowledge of God 
can you conceive true religion to begin? It goes 
on in loving him, and all mankind, (for you can- 
not but imitate whom you love :) it ends in ſerving 
bim; in doing his will; in obeying him whom we 
JJ c Mts © 
oh 29. It is.cvery way ſuited to the nature of man; 
for it begins in man's knowing himſelf; knowing 
himſelf to be what he really is, fooliſh, vicious, 
miſerable. It goes on to point out the remedy for 
this, to make him truly wiſe, virtuous, and happy; 
as every thinking mind (perhaps from ſome implicit 
- remembrance of what it originally was) — 
to be. e pet's | 
It finiſhes all, by reſtoring the due relations 
between God. and man; by uniting for ever the 
tender father, and the 8 obedient ſon; the 
great Lord of all, and the faithful ſervant, doing 
Dot his own will, but the will of him that ſent 
im. LIED: . 80 15. 1 
”, 20, But perhaps by reaſon you mean, the faculty 
orten, of inlet ring one ching from another. 8 
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There are many, # is confeſſed (particularly 
thoſe who are ſtiled myſtic divines) that utter 
decry the uſe of reaſon, thus underſtood in reli- 
gion : nay, that condemn all reaſoning concerning 
the things of God, as utterly deſtructive of true 
religion. n 5 | 

But we can in nowiſe agree with this. We find 
no authority for it in holy writ, So far from it, 
that we find there both our Lord and his Apoſtles 
continually reaſoning with their oppoſeis. Neither 
do we know, in all che productions of ancient and 
modern times, ſuch a chain of reaſoning or argu- 
mentation, ſo cloſe, ſo ſolid, ſo regularly connected, 
as the epiſtle to the Hebrews, Aud the ſtrongeſt. 


reaſoner whom we have ever obſerved (excepting 


only” Jeſus of Nazareth) was that Paul of Tarſus ; 
the fame who has left that plain direCtion for all 
chriſtians, In malice, or wickedneſs, be ye children: 
but in underſtanding, or reaſon, be ye men. 
gi, We therefore not only allow, but earn- 
eftly-exhort all who ſeek after true religion, to ule 
all the reaſon which God hath given them, in 
ſearching out the things of God. But your reaſon- 
ing juſtly not only on this, but on any ſubjett 
whatſoever, preſuppoſes true judgments already 
formed, whereon to ground your argumentation. 
Elſe, you know, you will ſtumble at every ſtep: 
becaule ex falſo non ſeguitur verum. It is $64.9 Ip 
if your premiſes are falſe, to infer from them true 
concluſions. l | 7 
ge. You know likewife, that before it is pof- 
ſible for you to form a true judgment of them, it is' 
abſolutely neceſſary, that you have a clear appre- 


henſion of the things of God, and. that your ideas 


thereof be all fixed, diſtin, and determinate, 
And ſeeing our ideas are not innate,. but muſt all 
originally come from our ſenfes, it is certainly... 


ing objects of this kind, Not thoſe only whish * 


neceflary that you have ſenſes capable of diſcerns:- 


ate called natural ſenſes, which in this reſpet _ : 


profit nothing, as being altogether incapable of D 
1 15 B 2 | diſcerning 
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2 objects of a ſpiritual kind; but ſpiritual 

_ ſenſes, exerciſed to diſcern ſpiritual good and evil. 
It is neceſſary that you have the hearing ear, and. 
the ſecing eye, emphatically ſo called ; that you 
have a new claſs of ſenſes opened in your ſoul, 
not depending on organs of fleſh and blood, to be 
the evidence of things not ſeen, as your bodily . 
ſenſes are of viſible things; to be the avenues to 

the inviſible world, to diſcern ſpiritual objects, 

and to furniſh you with ideas of E the outward 
eye hath not ſeen, neither the ear heard. 

33. And till you have theſe internal ſenſes, till 
the eyes of your underſtanding are opened, you 
can have no appichenſion of divine things, no 
idea of them at all, Nor conſequently, till then, 
can you either judge truly, or reaſon juſtly con- 
cerning them: ſeeing your reaſon has no ground 
whereon to ſtand, no materials to work upon. 

34. To uſe the trite inſtance, As you cannot 
realon concerning colours, if you have no natural 
fight, becauſe all the ideas received by your other 
ſenſes are of a different kind; ſo that neither your 
hearing, nor any other ſenſe, can ſupply your want 
of fight, or furniſh your reaſon in this ceſpe& with 

matter to work upon: fo you cannot reaſon con- 
cerning ſpiritual things, if you have no-ſpiritual 
fight ; becauſe all your ideas received by your 
outward ſenſes are of a different kind. Yea, far 
more different from thoſe received by faith or 
internal ſenſation, than the idea of colour from 
that of ſound. Theſe are only different ſpecies of 
one genus, namely, ſenſible ideas, received by 
external ſenſation: whereas the ideas of fait 

differ toto genere from thoſe of external ſenſation, 

So that it is not conceivable that external ſenſation 

| ſhould ſupply the want of internal ſenſes; er fur- 
niſh your reaſon in this reſpect with matter to 
work upon. SL, 
335, What then will your reaſon do here? How: 
will it paſs from things natural to ſpiritual? From 
the things that are ſeen to thoſe that are not _ 7 
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From the vifible to the inviſible world ? What a 
gulph is here? By what art will reaſon get over 
the immenſe chaſm? This cannot be till the 
Almighty come in to your ſuccour, and give you 
that Faith you have hitherto deſpiſed, Then 
upborn as it were on eagle's wings, you ſhall ſoar 
away into the regions of eternity; and your 
enlightened reaſon ſhall explore even the deep 
things of God, God himſelf revealing them to you 
by his Spirit. ; | 

36. I expected to have received much light on 
this head, from a treatiſe lately ubliſhed, and 
earneſtly recommended to me, I mean, Chriftzanity 
not founded on argument. But on a careful peruſal 
of that piece, notwithſtanding my prejudice in its 
favour, I' could not but perceive, that the great 
defign uniformly purſued throughout the work, 
was to render the whole of the chriſtian inſtitu- 
tion both odious and contemptible. In order to 
this the author gleans up with great care and 
diligence, the moſt plauſible of thoſe many ob- 
jections that have been raiſed againſt it by late 
writers, and propoſes them with the utmoſt ſtrength 
of which he was capable. To do this with the 
more effect, he perſonates a chriſtian ; he makes a 
ſhew- of defending an avowed doftrine of chrif- 
tianity, namely the ſupernatural influence of the 
Spirit of God; and often for ſeveral ſentences, 
together, (indeed in the beginning of almoſt 
every paragraph) ſpeaks ſo like a chriſtian, that 
not a few have received him according to his wiſh. 
Mean while with all poſſible art and ſhow of 
reaſon, and in the moſt laboured language, he. 
purſues his point throughout, which is to prove, 
« that chriſtianity is contrary to reaſon;*” or, * that 
no man acting according to the principles of reaſon, 
can poſſibly be a chriſtian,” | 
37. It is a wonderful proof of the power that 
- fmooth words may have even on ſerious” minds, 
that ſo many have miltook ſuch a writer as this for 
a friend of * lince almoſt every page 
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of his tract is filled with groſs: fal ſebood and broad 
blaſphemy: and theſe ſupported by ſuch exploded. 
fallacies, and common-place ſophiſtry, that a perſon 
of two or three years ſtanding in the univerſity, 
might give them a ſufficient anſwer, and make the 
author appear as irrational and contemptible as he 
labours to make Chriſt and his Apoſtle. 
38. 1 have hitherto ſpoken to thoſe, chiefly, 

Who do not receive the chriſtian ſyſtem as of God. 
I would add a few words to another ſort of men; 
(though not ſo much with regard to our prin- 
ciples or practice, as with regard to their on:) 
= to you who do receive it, who believe the ſcrip- 
| ture, but yet do not take upon you the charafter of 
religious men, I am therefore obliged to addreſs. 
mylelf to you likewiſe under the character of men 
of reaſon, +» | Mes, | 
39. I would only aſk, Are you ſuch indeed ? 
Do you anſwer the character under which you 
* ? If ſoy you are conſiſtent with yourſelves, 
our principles and practice agree together.. 
Let us try whether this is ſo or not. Do you 
not take the name of God in vain? Do you re- 
member the Sabbath · day to keep it holy ? Do you 
not ſpeak evil of the Ruler of your people? Are 
you not a drunkard, or a glutton, faring as ſump» 
tuouſly as you can every day? Making a god of 
your belly? Do you not avenge yourſelf? Are 
you not a whoremonger or adulterer? Anſwer 
plainly to your own heart, before God the judge 
of all. | | 
Why then do you ſay, you truly believe the 
ſcripture? If the ſeripture is true, you are loſt. 
You are in the broad way that leadeth to deftruc- 
tion, Your damnation. flumbereth not, You are 
heaping up to yourſelf wrath againſt the day of 
wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment 
of God. Doubtleſs, if the ſcripture is true, (and 
ou remain thus) it had been good for you if you 
ad never been born, rfl 
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40. How is it that you call yourſelves men of 
reaſon? Is reaſon inconſiſtent with itſelf ? You, 
are the fartheſt of all men under the ſun from any 
pretence to that character. A common ſwearer, 
a ſabbath-breaker, a whoremonger, . a. drunkard, 
who ſays he believes the ſcripture is of God, is a 
monſter upon earth, the greateſt contradiftion to 
his own, as well as to the reaſon. of all mankind, 
In the name of God, (that worthy name whereby 

ou are called, and which you daily cauſe to be 

laſphemed) turn either to the right hand or to the 
left. Either profeſs you are an infidel, or, be a 
Chriſtian, Halt no longer thus between two 
opinions. Either caſt off the Bible, or your fins, 
And in the mean time, if 1 have any {park of 
. your boaſted reaſon left, do not count us your 
enemies (as I fear you have done hitherto, and as 
thouſands do wherever we have declared they wha 
do ſuch things ſhall not inherit eternal life) becauſe 
we tell you the truth: ſeeing theſe are not our 
words, but the words of him that ſent us. Yea, 
though in doing this, we uſe great plainneſs of 
ſpeech, as becomes the miniſtry we have received; 
or we are not as many who corrupt (cauponize, 
ſoften, and thereby adulterate) the word of God. 

But as. of fincerity, but as of God, in the fight of 
God, ſpeak we in Chriſt, | 

4. But, it may be, you are none of theſe; You 
abſtain from all. fuch things. You have an un- 
ſpotted reputation. You are a man of honour, or 

a woman. of virtue. You ſcorn to do an unh 
ſome thing, and are of an unblameable life a 
Fonverſation. You: are harmleſs (if! ee 

ou right) and uſeleſs from morning to night. 
You do no hurt, —and no good to any one, no 
more than a ſtraw floating upon the water, Your 
life glides ſmoothly on from year to. year; and 

2 5 one feaſon to another, having no occaſion to 
Work n n l 
f i % You waſte away 
Ihn gentle inaftivity the day.“ . 
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42. T ill not now ſhock the eaſineſe of your | 
_ temper, by talking about a future ſtate, But ſuffex 


me id aſk you a queſtion about preſent things. Are 


_ you now happy? 4 
I have ſeen a large company of reaſonable crea- 


tures, called"Indians, fitting in a row on the fide 
of a river, looking ſometimes at one another, 
ſometimes at the ſky, and ſometimes at the bubbles 
on the Water. And ſo they fat, (unleſs in the time of 


war) for a great part of the year, from morning to 
: : . 8 b 4 | 


night, | | 
heſe were doubtleſs much at eaſe, but can you 
think they were happy ?P—And how little happier 
are you than they | | 7 
43. You eat, and drink, and fleep, and dreſs, 


and dance, and fit down to play. You are carried 


abroad, You are at the maſquerade, the theatre, 


the opera-houſe, the park, the levee, the drawing- 


room. What do you do there? Why, fometimes 


you talk; ſometimes you look at one another. And 


- What are you to do to-morrow ? The next day? The 


next week ? The next year? You are to eat, and 
drink, and fleep, and dance, and dreſs, and' pla 


again. And you are to be carried abroad again, 


that you may again look at one another! And isthis 


all 7 Alas, how little mote happineſs have you in 


this, than the Indians in looking at the ſky or 
+ | ' | W441} ; : e. 


Water! . 

Ah poor, dull round! I do not wonder that Col. 
M— (or any man of reflection) ſhould prefer death 
Itlelf, even in the midſt of his years, to ſuch a life 


as this and ſhould frankly declare,” © that he choſe 


Worth living for.” LF | 


4434. Let it is certain there is buſineſs to be done: 


and many we find in all places (not to ſpeak of the 


vulgar, the drudges of the earth) who are conti- 


10 hard the world, becauſe he found nothing 
In it 4 „ 


nually employed therein. Are you of that gum- 


ber? Are you engaged in trade, or ſome other re- 


4 ede I ſuppoſe, profitable oo; 
for you would not ſpend your time, and 1529 1 
e and 
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and thought, for nothing. You are then making 
your fortune; you are getting money, True: but 
money is not your ultimate end. The trealuring: 
up gold and ſilver, for its own ſake, all men own, 
is as fooliſh and abſurd, as groſly unreaſonable, as 
the trealuring up ſpiders, or the wings of butter- 
flies. You Sana this but as a means to ſome 
further end, And what is that? Why, the enjoy- 
ing yourſelf, the being at eaſe, the taking your 
pleaſure, the living, ike a gentleman. That is 
plainly, either the whole or ſome part of, the hap- 
pineſs above deſcribed, | 

Suppoſing then your end to be actually attained, 
ſuppoſe you have your wiſh, before you drop into 
eternity: go and fit down with: Thleeanowhee and 
his companions, on the. river fide. After you 
8 for fifty years, you are juſt as happy as 

ey. 5 
45. Are you, can you, or any reaſonable man, 
be ſatisfied with this? You are not. It is not poſ- 


would have ſomething better to employ your time: 
but you know not where to find it upon earth. 
And indeed it is obvious, that the Earth, as it is 
now conſtituted, even with the help, of all Euro- 
pran arts, does not find ſufficient em loyment, to 
take up half the waking hours of half its inhabi- 
What then can you do? How can you empley the. 
time that lies ſo heavy upon your hands? This very 
thing which you ſeek, declare we unto you. The 
thing you want, is the religion we preach. That 
alone leaves no time upon our hands, It fills up 
all the blank ſpaces of life, It exactly takes up all 
the. time we have to ſpare, be it more or leſs; ſo 
that he that hath much, hath nothing ober, and ne 
_ that has little, has no lack. | 4g, 
.. 40. Once more, Can you (or any man of reaſon) 
think, yon was made for the life you now lead p 

- You-canvot poſſibly think ſo; at leaſt, not till you 
- tread. the Bible under foot. The oracles of oy 
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kble you ſhould. But what elſe can you de? You 
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bear thee witneſs in every page, (and thine own 
heart agreeth thereto) that hams waſt made 1n the. 
image of God, an incorruptible picture of the God 
of glory, And what art thou even in thy preſent 
ſtate ? An everlaſting ſpirit, going to God, For 
what end then did he create thee, but to dwell with 
him, above this periſhable world, to know him, 
to love him, to do his will, to enjoy him for ever 
and ever! O look more deeply into thyſelf!'and 
into that ſcripture, which thou proſeſſeſt io receive 
as the word of God, as right concerning all things, 
There thou wilt find a nobler, happier ſtate def-, 
cribed, than. it ever yet entered into thy heart to 
conceive, But God hath now revealed it to all thoſe 
who rejoice evermore and pray without ceafing, and in 
every thing give thanks, and do his will on earth as it 
is done in heaven, For this thou waſt made, Here- 
unto alſo thou art called, O be not diſobedient to 
the heavenly calling! At leaſt, be not angry with 
thoſe who would fain bring thee to be a living 
witneſs of that religion, whoſe ways are indeed ways 
F pleaſantneſs, a= all her paths, peace. 
47. Do you ſay in your heart, I know all this 
already. I am not barely a man of reaſon. I am 
a religious man; for I not only avoid evil and do 
good, but uſe all the means of grace. I am con- 
antly at church, and at the ſacrament too. I lay. 
my prayers every day, I read many good books. 
1 falt——every TRirtieth of January, and Good- 
Friday. Do you indeed? Do you do all this!* 
This you may do! You may go thus far, and yet 
have no religion at all; no ſuch religion as avails be- 
fore God. Nay, much farther than this, than you 
have ever gone yet, or ſo much as thought of going. 
For you may give all your goods to feed the poor, yea, 
_ your body to be burned, and yet very poſſibly, if St. 
Paul be a judge, have no charity, no true religion. 
48. This religion, which alone is of value be- 
fore God, is the very thing you want. You Want 
New in wanting this, you want all) the religion o 
ve, You do not love your neighbour as yourſelf,” 


* 
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no more than you love God with all your heart. 
Aſk your own heart now, if it be not ſo? It is. 
plain you do not love God, If you did you would 
be happy in him. But you know you are not hap- 
py. Your formal religion no more makes you 
appy, than your neighbour's gay religion does 
im. O how much have you ſuffered for want of 
plain dealing!” Can you now bear to hear the 
naked truth? You have the form of godlineſs, but 
not the power, You are a mere whited wall, Be- 
fore the Lord your God 1 aſk you, Are you not 
Too ſure. For your inward parts are very . 1 
You love'the creature more than the Creator, You 
are a lover of pleaſure more than a lover of God, A 
lover of God! you do not love God at all, no 
more than you love a ſtone. + You love the world; 
therefore the love of the Father is not in you, 
49. You are on the brink of the pit, ready to be 
lunged into everlaſting perdition, Indeed you 
= a zeal for God: but not according to know- 
ledge. O how terribly have you been deceived ! 
Poſting to hell, and fancying it was heaven. See, 
at length that outward religion without inward, is 
nothing; is far worſe than nothing, being indeed 
no other than a folemn mockery of God. And 
enward religion you have not. Vou have not the faith 
that worketh by love. Your faith (lo called) is no 
living, ſaving principle, It is not the Apoſtle's 
Faith, the ſubſtance (or ſubſiſtence) of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not ſeen, So far from it, 
that this Faith is the very thing which you call 
enthuſtaſm. You are not content with being with= 
out it, unleſs you blaſpheme it too. You even re- 
vile that life which is hid with Chriſt in God; all 
ſeeing, taſting, hearing, feeling God. Theſe things 
are fooliſhneſs unto you. No marvel; for they are 
 Jhuritually diſcerned. q 1 
59, Oh! no longer ſhut your eyes againſt the 
light. Know you have à name that you live, but 
are desd. Your foul is utterly dead in fin; dead in 


Pride, in vanity, in ſelf-will, in ſenſuality, in love . 


of 


= 


6 
of the world. Lou are utterly dead to God. 
Thete is no intercourſe. between your foul and 
God. You have neither ſeen him, (by faith, as our 
Lord witnefled againſt them of old time) nor heard 
tris voice at any time. You have no fpiritual ſenſes 
excercaſed to diſcern ſpiritual good and evil. Youare 
angry at infidels, and are all the while as mere 
an inſidel before God as they. You have eyes that 
fee not, and ears that hear not. You have a callous, 
unfeeling heait, N 
581. Bear with mea little longer: my ſoul is diſ- 
treſſed for you. .The god of this worldihath blinded 
your eyes, and you are ſeeking death im the error of 
ur de. Becauſe you do not commit groſs ſin, 
133 you give alms, and go to church and ſacra- 
ment, you imagine that you are ſerving God; yet 
in very deed you are ſerving the devil. For you 
are doing ſtill your own will, not the will of God 
your Saviour. You are pleaſing yourſelf in all you 
do. Pride, vanity, and ſelf-will, (the genuine 
fruits of an earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh heart) polute 
all your words and actions. You are in darkneſs, 
in the ſhadow of death, Oh! that God would 
ſay to you in thunder, Awake thou that ec, and 
ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light. 
532. But bleſſed be God! He hath not yet left 
himſelf without witneſs! | 


MF 


& All are not loſt! There be, who, faith prefer, 
Though few, and piety to God!” - | 


Who know the power of faith, and are no ſtran- 
gers to that inward vital religion, the mind that was 
in Chriſt, ri ae e peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt. of you who have taſted the good word of 
God, and the power of the world to come, we would be 
glad to learn, if we have erred, from the faith, or 
- walked contrary to the truth as it is in Jelus. Let the 
righteous ſmate me friendly, and repove me; if haply 
that which is amiſs may be done away, and what 
SLY Why | 
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is wanting ſupplied, till we all come to the meaſure 
of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, ; 
53. Perhaps the firſt thing that now occurs to 
our mind, relates to the doctrine which we teach. 
You have heard, that we lay, *+ Men may live 
without fin,” And have you not heard, that the 
ſcripture ſays the ſame? (we mean without com- 
mitting ſin.) Does not St, Paul lay plainly, that 
thoſe who believe, do not continue in ſin , 
That they cannot live any longer therein ? Rom. vi, 
1, 2. Does not St. Peter ſay, He that hath ſuffered 
in the fei hath ceaſed from jon ? that he' 
no longer oula live —— to the defires of men, but to 
the will of God, 1 Pet. iv. 1, 2. And does not St. 
al ſay moſt expreſsly. He that committeth fin is 
of the devil.—— For this purpoſe the Son of God was 
manifeſted, that he might deſt roy the works, of the devil. 
Whofoever4s born of Cod, doth not, commit fin : for his 
feed remainethin him, and. he cannot commit fin, becauſe” 
he is born f Cod, 1 John iii. 8, Sc. And again, 
83 that \ whoſoever is born of | God finneth not, 
ch. v. 18. | | | | 
64. You ſee then, it is not we that ſay this, but 
the Lord. Theſe are not our words, but his. And 
who is.he.that-replieth againſt God ? Who is able 
to make God a liar? Surely he will be juſtified in 
his ſaying, and clear when he is judged! Can you 
deny it? Have you not often felt a ſecret check, 
when you was. contradicting this greattruth? And 
how often have you wiſhed for what you was taught 
to deny? Nay, can you help withing for it at this 
moment Do you not now earneſtly deſire, to ceaſe 
from ſin ? To commit no more ? Does not your ſoul 
pant after this glotious liberty of the ſons of God? 
And whatreafon have you to expect it ? Have you 
not had a foretaſte of it already ? Do you not re- 
member the time when God firſt lifted up the light 
of his countenance upon you ? Can it ever be for- 


gotten? The day when the candle of the Lord firſt 


ſhone upon your head. 7. 
5 | C | « Butter 
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% Butter and honey did you n, e 
And lifted up on high, n 
Lou ſaw the clouds beneath your feet, WIE 2 

And rode upon the ſky. | 7 
% Far, far above all catthly things,; 
Triumphantly you rode; 
| You ſoar'd to heaven on eagles wings, 
And found, and talk'd with God. r 


You then had power nat to commits, vou 
Found the, Apoſtle's words ſtrictly true, he that is 
begotten of God keepeth himſelf, and wicked 
one toucheth him not. But thoſe whonWou took 
to be experienced Chriſtians, telling you, « This 
was only the time. of your e{pouſals;-this could not 
Iaſt always; you muſt come down out of the mount,“ 


a and che like, ſhook your faith. You looked at men, 


more than God, and ſo became weak, and like 
another man. Whereas, had you then had ay to 
guide you according to the truth of God, had yo 
then heard the doctrine which now you blame, 
ou, had never fallen from your ſtedfaſtnels: but | 
had found, that in this ſenſe alſo, the gifts and, 
callings of God are without repentance. 
55» Have you not another objection nearly allied 


to this, namely, that we preach perfection? True: 


but what per ſection? The term you cannot object 
to; becauſe it is ſcriptural, All the difficulty is, 
to fix the meaning of it, according to the word of 
God. And this we hve done again and again, de- 
claring to all the world, that Chriſtian perfection 
does not imply an exemption, from ignorance or 


miſtake, or infirmities, or temptations: but that it 


does imply, the being ſo crucified with Chriſt, as 
to be able to teſtiſy, I live not, but Chriſt Livtth i 
me, (Gal. ii. 2g.) and hath: purified my heart by fauh, 
[Acts xv. 9.) It does wagt the caſting doun every 
high thing. that exalteth igel againſt the knowledge o 7 
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to t 
obedience of Chriſt, It does imply, the being holy, as 
4 that hath called us is holy, in all manner of converſa- 
| trong 
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tion, (2 Cor. x. 3. 1 Pet. i. 16.) And, in a word, 
the loving the Lord our Cod with all our heart, and 
ſerving him with all our flrength, 

86. Now, is it polſible for any one who believes 
the ſcripture, to deny one tittle of this? You can- 
not. Youdare not, You would not for the world. 
You know it is the pure word of God. And this 
is the whole of what we preach; this is the height 
and depth of what we {with St. Paul) call perfec- 
tion: a ſtate of ſoul devoutly to be wiſhed for, by all 
who have taſted, of the love of God, © pray for 
it withogtcealing. It is the one thing you want. 
Come wm boldneſs to the throne of grace, and be 
allared that when you aſk this of God, you ſhall 
have the petition you aſk of him. We know in- 
deed that to man, to the natural man, this is im- 
poſſible. But we know alſo, that as no work is 
impoſſible with God, ſo all things are poſſible to- 
him that belicveth; - 

57. For we are ſaved by faith, But have you 
not heard this urged as another objeQion againſt us, 
that we preach ſalvation by faith alone! And does 
not St. Paul do the ſame thing? By grace, 
ſaith he, ye are ſaved through faith. Can any 
words be more expreſs? And elſewhere, Believe in 
the Lord Jeſus, and thou ſu alt be ſaved, Acts xvi. g1. 

What we mean by this (if it has not been fuf- 

ficiently explained already) is, that we are ſaved 


from our fins, only by a confidence in the love of 


God. As ſoon as we behold what manner of love it 
ts which the Father hath beſtowed upon us, we love him 
(as the Apoftle obſerves) becauſe he firſt loved us. 
And then is that commandment written in our heart, 
that he who loveth God loves his brother alſo: from 
which love of God and man, meekneſs, humble- 
neſs of mind, and all holy tempers ſpring. Now 
theſe are the very eſſence of ſalvation, of chriſtian 
ſalvation, ſalvation from fin. And from theſe; out- 
ward ſalvation flows, that is, holineſs. of life and 
.converſation, Well, ang are not theſe things fo 4 
| <4 5 
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Tf.you know in whom you have believed, you 
need no further witneſſes, | 
53, But perhaps you doubt, whether that faith 
whereby we are thus ſaved, implies ſuch a truſt and 
conhdence in God as we deſcribe. «+ You cannot 
think faith implies aſſurance: an aſſurance of the 
love of God to our fouls, of his being now recon- 
ciled to us, and having forgiven all our fins.” And 
this we freely confeſs, that if number of voices is 
to decide the queſtion, we muſt give it up at once; 
for you have on your fide, not only ſome who de- 
fire to be Chriſtians indeed, but all A Chriſ- 
tians in every place, and the Romiſh church, one 
and all. Nay, theſe laſt are ſo vehement in your 
defence, that in the famed Council of Trent, the 


have decreed, „If any man hold {fduicam) truſt, 


confidence, or aſſurance of pardon to be eſſential 
to faith, let him be accurſed.“ | 

59. Thus does that Council anathematize the 
Church of England. For ſhe is convicted hereof, 
by her own confeſſion. The very words in the 
- Homily on Salvation are, Even the devils believe, 
that Chriſt was born of a virgin; that he wrought 
all kind of miracles, declaring himſelf very God; 
that for our ſakes he ſuffered a moſt painful death, 
to redeem us from death everlaſting. "Theſe articles 
of our faith the devils believe; and ſo they believe 


all that was written in the Old and New Teſtament, 


And yet for all this faith, they be but devils. They 
remain {till in their damnable eſtate, lacking the 

very true, Chriſtian faith.“ | 
& The right and true Chriſtian faith is, not only 
to believe the ſcriptures, and that the articles of our 
faith are true, but alſo to have a ſure truſt and con- 
fdence to be ſaved from everlaſting damnation 
through Chriſt.” Or, as it is expreſt a litile after, 
„A lure truſt an confidence which a man hath in 
God, that by the merits of Chriſt his fins are forgiven, 

and he reconciled to the favour of Cd. 
60, Indeed the Biſhop of Rome ſaith, “If any man 
hold this, let him be an Anathema Maranatha.” 
| | | | But 
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But it is to be hoped, Papal Anathemas do 


not move you, You area member of the church 
of England. Are you? Then the controverſy is 
at end. Then hear the church; Faith is a fure 
truſt which a man hath in God, that his fins are 
forgiven,” Or if you are not, Whether you hear 
our church or no, at leaſt, hear the ſcriptures, 
Hear believing Job, declaring his faith, I know that 
my Redeemer liveth. Hear Thomas, (When having 
feen, he believed) crying out, My Lord and my God. 
Hear St. Paul clearly deſcribing the nature of ts 
Faith, the he I now live, I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. Hear 
(to mention no more) all the believers who were 
with Paul when he wrote to the Coloftans, bearing 
witneſs, Ne give thanks unto the Father, who hath 
_ delivered us from- the power of darkneſs, and hath 
tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Son? in whom 
we have redemption through his blood, even the for- 
givenels of ſins, c. i. v. 12, 13, 14. | 

61. But what need have we of diſtant witneſſes? 
You have a witneſs in you own breaſt, For am I 
not ſpeaking to one that loves God? How came 
you then to love him at firſt? Was it not, becauſe 
you knew that he loved you? Did you, could you 
love God at all, till you taſted and faw that he was 
gracious? That he was merciful to you a ſinner? 
What avails then controverſy or ſtrife of words? 
Out of thy own mouth! You own, you had no love 
to God, till you was ſenſible of his love to you. 
And whateverexpreſhons any {inner who loves God 
. uſes, to denote God's love to him, you will always 
upon examination, find, that, they directly or in- 
directly imply forgiveneſs. Pardoning love is ſtill 
at the root of all. He who is offended is now re- 
conciled. The new ſong which God puts in every 
mouth, is always to that effect, O Lord, I will 
praife thee: though thou waſt angry with me, thine 
anger is turned away, Behold, God is my ſalvation. 


I will truſt and not be afraid ; for the Lord Jehovah 


F ; 
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is my firength and my ſong: he is alſo become my fal- 
vation, Ia, xii. 1, 2. 75 

62. A confidence then in a pardoning God, is 
eſſential to true faith. The forgiveneſs of ſins 
is one of the krſt of thoſe unſeen things, whereof 
faith is the evidence. And if you are ſenſible of 
this, will you quarrel with us concerning an indif- 
ferent circumſtance of it? Will you think it an 
important objection that we aſſert, that this faith is 
uſually given in a moment? Firſt, let me intreat 
you to read over that authentic account of God's 
dealings with men, the Acts of the Apoſtles. In 
this treatiſe you will find, é he wrought: frets 


the beginning on thoſe who received remiffion;bf 


- fins by faith. And can you find one of theſe, 
(except perhaps St, Paul) who did not receive it 
in a moment? But abundance you find of thoſe 
who did, beſides Cornelius an@the three thouſand, 
and to this alſo agrees the expeigence of thoſe who 
now receive the heavenly gift, _ Three or four ex- 
ceptions only have I found in the courſe of ſeveral 
years, (perhaps you yourſelf may be added to that 


number, and one or two more whom you have 


known.) But all the reſt of thoſe, who from time 
to time among us have believed in the Lord Jeſus, 
were in a moment brought from darkneſs to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, | 


63. And why ſhould it ſeem a thing incredible 


to you, who have known the power of God unto 
ſalvation; (whether he hath wrought thus in your 
ſoul or no; for there are diverſties of operations but 
the ſame ſpirit) that the dead ſhould hear the voice of 
"the Son of God, and in that moment Give? Thus he 
uſeth to act, to ſhew that when he willeth, to do is 
preſent with him. Let there be light, faid God, and 
there was light. He ſpaſte the word, and it was done. 
Thus the heavens and the earth were created, and all 
the hofts of them. And this manner of acting inthe 
_ "preſent caſe, highly ſuits both his power and love, 

here is retire no hindrance on God's part; 


©». Since as tis Majeſty is, fo is his mercy, And 


whatever 
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whatever hindrance there is on the part of mah, 
when God ſpeaketh, there is none. Only aſt then, O 
finner, and it hall be given thee, even the faith that 

brings ſalvation: and that, without any merit or 
good work of thine; for it is not of works, leſt any 
man ſhould boaſt. No; it is of grace, of grace alone, 
For unto him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
Juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith ts counted to him for 
righteouſneſs. I N 

64. + But by talking thus you encourage ſin- 
ners.“ I do encourage them—to fepent: and do 
not you? Do not you know, how many heap fin 
upon ſin, purely for v ant of ſuch encouragement ? 
Becauſe they think, they can never be forgiven; 
there is no place for repentance left?” Does not 
your heart alſo bleed for them? What would you 
think too dear to part with? What would you not 
do? What wouldyou not ſuffer, to bring one ſuch 
finner to repentance? Could not your love endure 
all things tor them? Yes if you believe it 
would do them good ; if you had any hope, they 
would be better,” Why do you not believe it would 
do them good? Why have you not a hope thatthey 
will be better? Plainly, becauſe you do not love 
them enough: becaule you have not that charity, 
which not only endureth, but at the ſame time be- 
lieveth and hopeth all things. 

65. But that you may ſee the whole ſtrength of 
this objection, I will ſhew you without any diſ- 
guiſe or reſerve, how I encourage the very chief 
of ſinners; my uſual language to them runs thus: 

O ye that deny the Lord that bought you, yet 
hear the word of the Lord. You feek reſt, but 
find none. Even in laughter your heart is in heavi- 
neſs, How long ſpend ye your labour for that 
which is not bread, and your ſtrength for that 
Which fatisfieth not? You know your ſoul is not 
Tatisfied, It is ſtill an aking void. Sometimes 


you 


find (in ſpite of your principles) a ſenſe of guilt, 
an awakened confcience, That griſly phantom, re- 
gion (ſo you deſcribe her) will now and then haunt 
OT: you. 
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vou still. Righteouſneſs looking down, from 


heaven, is indeed io us no unplealing lebt. But 
how does it appear to you. 


L 


Horribili. ber aſpeel mortalibus oftansÞ, 


How-often are you in fear of the very things, you 
deny? How often in racking ſuſpenſe ? + What if 
there be an hereafter? A judgment to.come? An 
unhappy eternity?!“ Do you not ſtart at the 
thoughts ? Can ycu be content to be always thus? 
Shall it be ſaid of you allo, 


Here lies a dicer, long i in doubt 
If death could kill the ſoul, or not ? 
| Here ends his doubtſulneſs at laſt 4 
_ Convinced, But, O the die is Gail? bs 


Or, are you already convinced, there is no hene. 


after? What a poor ſtate. then are you in now? 


Taking a few more dull. turns upon earth, aud 
then dropping into nothing! What kind of ſpirit 
muſt you be of, if you can ſuſtain yourſelf under 
the uche: Under the expeCtation of being in a 
few, moments [wept away by the ſtream of time, 


and then for ever 


“ Swallowed up, and loſt, 
In the wide. womb of uncreated night! $99 


But neither indeed are you certain of this: nor of 


any thing elſe, It may be ſo; or it may not. A 
vaſt ſcene is behind. But clouds and darkneſs 
Teſt upon it.” All is doubt and uncertainty. You 
are continually toſſed to and fro, and have no firm 
ground for the ſole of your foot. O let not the 
oor wiſdom of man any longer exalt itſelf againſt 

the wiſdom of God. You 1 fled from him 

long enough: at length ſuffer your eyes to be 
opened by him that made them, You, want reſt 
to your ſoul, Aſk it of him, who giveth to all 
| men 
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men liberally, and upbraideth not! You arenowa - 
mere riddle to yourſelf, and your condition full of 
darkneſs and perplexity. You are one amon 

many reſtleſs inhabitants of a miſerable, difor- 
dered world, walking in a vain ſhadow, and dif- 


quieting your ſelf in vain. But the light of God 
will ſpeedily diſperſe the anxiety of your vain 
ef e By adding heaven to earth, and 
eternity to time; it will open ſuch a glorious view 
of things, as will lead you, even 1n the preſent 
world, to a peace which paſleth all underſtanding, 

66. O ye grols, vile, ſcandalous ſinners, hear ye 
the word of the Lord, © Turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil ways; ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin. 
As I live, ſaith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the 
death of a ſinner, but rather that he ſhould turn 
and live.“ O make halte; delay not the time, 
„ Come, and let us reaſon together. Though 
your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow ; 
though they be red as crimſon, they ſhall be as 
wool, - Who is this that cometh from Edom, with 
dyed garments,. red in his apparel?” It is he on 
whom the Lord hath laid the iniquities of us all ! 
Behold, behold the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away thy fins! See the only begotten Son of the 
Father, full of grace and truth! He loveth thee, 


He gave himſelf for thee. Now, his bowels of 


compaſſion yearn over thee! O believe in the 


Lord Jeſus, and thou ſhalt be ſaved! Go in peace, 


fin no more / 

67. Now cannot you join in all this? Is it not 
the very language of your heart? O when will you 
take knowledge, that our whole concern, our con- 
ſtant labour is, to bring all the world to the 
religion which you feel, to ſolid, inward,” vital 
religion! What power is it then that keeps us 
aſunder ? Is thine heart right, as my heart is with 
thy heart? If it be, give me thy hand. Come with 
me and ſee,” and rejoice in my zeal for the Lord. 


No difference between us (if thou art a child of 


God) can be fo conſiderable as our agreement is. 
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If we differ in ſmaller things, we agree in that 


which is greateſt of all. How is it pollible then 


that you ſhould be induced, to think or {peak evil 
of us? How could it ever come into gour-mind, 
to oppoſe us or weaken our hands? Howlong 
ſhall we complain of the wounds which we. re- 
ceive in the houſe of our finds? Surely the 
children of this world are {ti!} wiſer in. their 
generation than the children of light. Satan is not 
divided againſt, himſelf: Why ate they, who are 
on the Lords fide? , How is it that wiſdom is not 
juſtified of her own children ? N 

68. Is it, becauſe you have heard, „That we 
only make religion a cloak for covetouſneſs ? 
And becauſe. you have heard abundance of parti- 


culars alledged in ſupport of that general charge?“ 


It is probable, you may alſo have heard, © How 
much we have gained by preaching already :*? 
and, to crown all, © That we are only Papiſts in 


* * diſguiſe,, who are undermining and deſtroying the 


church 7 „ | : 

** 69. © You have heard this,” Well: and can 
177 believe it? Have you then never heard the 
fifth chapter of St. Matthew? I. would to God 
171 could believe this! What is written there? 
How readeſt theuf „ Bleſſed are ye when men 
mall revile you and perſecute yon, and ſay all 
manner of evil againſt you falſely for my name's 
fake. Rejoice and be exceeding, glad; for great 
is your reward in heaven; for ſo perſecuted they 
the prophets that were before you;” namely, by 
reviling them, and ſaying. all manner of evil of 
them falſely, Do not you know that this (as well 
as all other ſcriptures) muſt needs be fulfilled ? If 
ſo, take knowledge, that this day alſo it is fulfilled 
in your ears. For our Lord's ſake; and for the 
ſake of his goſpel which we preach, men do 
re vile us and perſecute us, (and bleſſed be God who 
giveth: us to rejoice therein) ſay all manner of eval 
of us falſely. And how can it be otherwile? 
„ The diſciple is not above his maſter. It ig 
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enough for the diſciple, that he be as his maſter, 
and the' ſervant as his Lord, If they have called 
the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, how much 
more {Hall they call them of his houſehold ?” 

70. This only we conſeſs, that, + we preach 
inward ſalvation, now attainable by faith.” And 
for preaching this} (for no other crime was then ſo 
much as pretended) we were forbid to preach any 
more in any of thoſe churches, where, till then, 
we were gladly received. This is a_ notorious 
fact. Being thus Hindered from preaching in the 
places we ſhould firſt have choſen, we now 
declare the grace of God which bringeth ſalvation, 
in all places of his dominion: as well knowing 
that God dwelleth not only in temples made with. 
hands. This is the real, and it is the only real 
ground of complaint againſt us. And this we 
avow before all mankind, we do preach this 
{ſalvation by faith, And not being luffered to 
preach” it in the uſual places, we declare it 
wherever a door is opened, either on a, moun- 
tain or plain, or by a river fide, (for all which 
we conceive we have a ſufficient precedent) or 
in a priſon, or as it were, in the houſe of Juſtus, 
or the ſchool of one Tyrannus. Nor dare we 
refrain, ' A diſpenſation of the goſpel is committed 
to me; and woe is me if I preach not the goſpel. 

71. Here we allow. the fact, but deny the guilt, 
But in every other point alledged, we deny the 
fact, and call upon the world to prove it, if the 
can, More eſpecially we call upon, thoſe who for... 
many years ſaw our manner of life 2t Oxford. 
Theſe well know, that after the moſt ſtraiteſt ſect 
of our religion, we lived Phariſees : and tbat the 
grand objeQtion to us for all thoſe years, was the 
being righteous 'ovetniuch :* the reading, falling, 
praying, "denying vurlelves; the going 10 Htth: 
to the Lord's table; the relieving the poor, viſiting 
thoſe that were ſick and in priſon; inſtructing the 
ignorant, and labouring to reclaim, the wicked, — 

han was neceſſary for ſalvation. Theſe were 
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our open, flagrant crimes, from the year 1729 te - 
to the year 1727 ; touching which our Lord ſhall. 
Judge in that day. . 
72. But waving the things that are paſt: which 
of you now convinceth us of fin ? x hich of you 
0 here more eſpecially appeal to my brethren the 
lergy) can perſonally convict us of any ungod- 
lineſs or unholineſs of converſation? Ye know in 
your own hearts, (all that are candid men, all that 
are not utterly. blinded with prejudice) that we 
labour to have a conſcience void of offence both 
toward God and toward man, Brethren I would- 
to God that in this ye were even as we. But in- 
deed (with grief I ſpeak it) ye are not, There 
are among yourſelves ungodly and unholy men; 
openly, undeniably ſuch: drunkards, gluttons, 
returners of evil for evil, liars, ſwearers, pro- 
phaners of the day of the Lord. Proof hereof is 
not wanting if ye requireit, Where then is your 
zeal againſt theſe? A Clergyman, ſo drunk he can 
ſcarce ſtand or ſpeak, may, in the preſence of a 
thouſand. people,“ ſet upon another Clergyman of 
the ſame church, both with abuſive words and 
open violence. And what follows? Why, the 
one is ſtill allowed to diſpenſe the ſacred; ſigus of 
the body and blood of Chriſt, But the other is 
not allowed to receive them. Becauſe he is a 
r tc oy 
78. O ye Pillars and Fathers of the church, are 
theſe things well-pleaſing to him, who hath made 
_you overleers over that flock which he hath pur- 
chaſed with kis own blood? O that ye would: 
ſuffer. me to boaſt myſeif a little Is there not a 
cauſe? Have not ye compelled me Which of 
your Clergy are more unſpotted in +jheig lives, 
which more unwearied in their .labours, than 
thoſe whoſe names ye caſt out as evil, whom ye 


ve © A KS * 3 r 
At Epworth, in Lincolnſſt irt. 

Fad 5 
| | Aids 


2 1 19 1 14189 4% 


_ © Eount; 


8 


8 
, 3 2 1 
n > © 15 . — 
. > 
9 *4# S * , a . 8 


Fl . 
E 


| 
(na. tis 


C287 | 35 
count. as the filth and off-ſcouring of the world? 
Which of them is more zealous to ſpend and be 
ſpent, for the loſt ſheep of the houſe ot //rael? Or, 
who amongſt them is more ready to be offered up 
for their flock upon the ſacrifice and ſervice of ther 

aith ? 
/ 74. Will ye ſay, (as the hiſtorian of 72 8 
Siſic pro patria ! If this were done in defence of 
the church, and not in order to undermine and 
deſtroy it! That is the very propoſition I under- 
take to prove, That © we are now defending the 
Church of England, in oppoſition to all thoſe who 
either ſecretly undermine, or more openly attempt 
to deſtroy it,” _ | | 743 
75. That we are Papiſts, (we who are daily and 
hourly preaching that very doctrine, which, is ſo 
ſolemnly anathematized by the whole Church of 
Rome) is ſuch a charge, that I dare not waſte my 
time in induſtriouſly confuting it. Let any man of 
common ſenſe only look on the title pages of the 
ſermons we have lately preached at Oxford, and he 
will need nothing more to ſhew him the weight of 
this ſenſeleſs, ſhameleſs accuſation; unleſs he can 
ſuppoſe the governors both of Chriſt's-Churck and 
Lincoln college, nay, and all the univerſity to be 
Papiſts too. he 

76. You your ſelfcan eaſily acquit us of this: but 
not of the other part of the charge. You ſtill think 
we are ſecretly undermining, if not openly deſtroy- 
ing the Church. | | N 
hat do you mean by the Church? A viſible 
Church (as our Article defines it) is, A company of 
faithful or believing pple : (catus credentium. / This 
is the eflence of a Church: and the properties 
thereof are (as they are deſcribed in the words that 
follow) That the pure word of God be preached therein, 
and the ſacraments duly adminiſtered. Now then 
according to this authentic accoun') what is the 
Chuch of England? What is it indeed, but the 
faithful people, the tte believers of England? 
It is ue, if theſe are ſcattered abroad, they come 
SER | | © JEW under 
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under another conſideration. But when they are 
viſibly joined, by alſembling together to hear the 
ure word of God esche, and to cat of one 
read, and drink of one cup, they are then pro» 
perly the viſible Church of England. 

77. It were well if this were alittle more con- 
fidered by thoſe, who lo vehemently cry out, The 
Church, the Church, (as thoſe of old, The Temple of 
the Lord! the Temple of the Lord!) not knowing 
what they ſpeak, nor whereof they affirm. A pro- 
vincial ot national Church, according to our article, 
is, the true believers of that*province or nation, 
If theſe are diſperſed up and down, they are only 
a part of the inviſible Church.of Chriſt. But if 


they are viſtly joined by affentoling together to 


Hear His word and pattake of hisſſcpper, they are 
then a viſible Church, fuch as the Church of 

England, Fraqce, or any other, | 
128. This being premiled, I afk, How do we un- 


Oo 


dermine or deſtroy the Church ? The provincial, 


viſible Church of England? The article mentions 
three things as eſſential to a vifible Church: 1ſt. 
Living faith, without which indeed thefe can be 
no Church at all, neither viſible nor inviſible; 


24ly, Preaching (and conſequently hearing) the 


pure word of God, elſe the faith would languiſh 
and die; and gdly, A due adminiſtration. of the 
facraments, the ordinary means whereby God in- 
creaſeth faith. Now come cloſe to the queſtion: 
in which of theſe, points do we undermine, or 
deſtroy the Church ? | *S N 
Do we ſhut the do | 
number of believing people in England? Only re- 
member what faith is, according to our Homilies, 
viz, A ſure truſt and confidence in God, that 
through the merits of Chriſt my fins are forgiven, 
and I am reconciled to the favour of God.“ And ve 


appeal to all mankind, do we deſtroy this faith, 


which is the life and ſoul of the Church ? Is there, 
in fact, leſs of this faith in England, than there 
Was before we went forth? I think this is an 


- aſſertion 


* . 


or of faith? Do we leſſen the 


(389 ) — 
aſſertion which the father of lies himſelf will ſcarce. 
dare to utter or maintain. 1 

Wich regard then to this firſt point it is undeni- 
able, we neither undermine nor deſtroy the Church. 
The ſecond thing is, the preaching and hearing the 
pure word of God, And do we hinder this? Do 
we hinder any Miniſter from preaching che pure 
word of God? If any preach not at all, or not the 
pure word of God, is the hinderance in us or in 
themſelves? Or, do we leſſen the number of thoſe 
that hear the pure word of God? Are then the 
hearers thereof (whether read or preached) fewer 
than they were in times paſt? Are the uſual places 
of public worſhip: leſs frequented by means of gur 
preaching? Whereſoever our lot has been caſt for 
any time, are the Churches emptier than they were 
before? Surely, none that has any regard left 
either for truth or modeſtly, will ſay, that, in this 
point, we are enemies to, or deſtroyers of, the 
Church, 12 ' 
The third thing requiſite (if not to the being, at 
lea) to the well being of a Church, is the due ad- 
miniſtration of the ſacraments; particularly that of 
the Lord's ſupper. And are we, in this reſpect, 
underminers, or deſtroyers of the Church? Do we 
either by our example or advice, draw men away 
from the Lord's table? Where we have laboured  _ 
moſt, are there the feweſt communicants?. How. 
does the fact ſtand in London, Briſtol, Neweaſtle rf 
O that you would no longer ſhut your eyes againſt 
2 broad light which encompaſſes you on every 

ide! +1 11 18 ++ #64101 
79. I believe you are ſenſible. by this time, not 
only how weak this objection is, but likewiſe how 
eaſy it would be, terribly to retort every branch of 

it upon molt of thoſe that make it: whether we 
ſpeak, of true living faith, of preaching the pure 
. word of God, or of the due adminiſtration of the 
facraments, both of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper; 
But I ſpare you, It ſufficeth that our God knoweth,. : | 
and will make manifeſt in that day, whether it be 
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to deliver the ſame to the Biſhops, Prie 


(4) | 
by reaſon of us or you, that men abhor the offering 
of the Lord. | , 

80, Others object, © That we do not obſerve, the 
Jaws of the Church, and thereby -undermine it,” 


What laws? The Rubrics or Canons? In every 
ariſh where I have been Curate yet, I have ob- 


ſeved the Rubrics with a ſcrupulous exactneſs, not 


for wrath, but for conſcience ſake. And this fo 
far as belongs to an unbenefced Miniſter, or to a 
rivate Member of the Church, I do now. I will 
Juſt mention a few of them, and leave you to con- 
fider, which of us has obſerved or does obſerve 
them moſt, _- | 
1, Days of faſting or abſtinence to be obſerved: 
The forty days of Lent, : 
'The Ember days at the four ſeaſons, 
The three Rogation days, ; 
All Fridays in the Year, except Chriftmas-Day. 


2. So many as intend to be partakers of the holy 


eommunion, ſhall ſigniſy their names to the Curate, 
at leaſt ſome time the day before; 

„ And if any of theſe be an open and notorious 
evil liver, 
in any wiſe he preſume not to come to the Lord's 
table until he hath openly declared himſelf to have 
truly repented. | 

3. * Then (aſter the Nicene Creed) the Curate 


Mall declare unto the mort what holidays or 


e are in the week following to be ob- 
terved. + "ob | 
4. The Miniſter ſhall fift receive the com- 
munion of both kinds himſelf, and then 2328 
| s, and 
Deacons, in like manner, if any preſent, and 
after that, to the people. 
5. In Cathedral or Collegiate Churches, and 


Colleges, where there are many Prieſts and Deacons, 


they ſhall all receive the Communion with the 


Prieſt, every Sunday at the leaſt. 

6. The children to be baptized muſt be ready 
at the font, immediately aſter the laſt leſſon. = 
hy - 7. * The 


* 


the Curate ſhall advertiſe him, that 


( 414 


7. * The Curate of every pariſh ſhall warn the 
people, that without great neceſſity, they procure 
not their children to be baptized at home in their 
houſes, | PR” 
8. The Curate of every pariſh ſhall diligently 
upon Sundays and holidays, after the ſecond leſſon. 
at evening prayer, openly in the Church, inſtrutt 
and examine ſo many children as he ſhall think 
convenient, in ſome part of the catechiſm. 
9. © Whenſoever the Biſhop. ſhall give notice 
for children to be brought unto. him for their 
_ confirmation, the Curate of every pariſh ſhall 


ſubſcribed thereunto, the names of all ſuch perſons . 
within his pariſh as he ſhall. think fit to be pre- 
ſented. to the Biſhop.” 97 K Dae 
81. Now the queſtion is not, whether. theſe 
rubrics ought to be oblerved, (you take this for 
granted in making the objection) but whether in 
fact they have been obſerved, by you or me, moſt 7 
Many can witneſs I have obſerved them punc- 
. tually ; yea, ſometimes at the hazard of my life: 
and as many, I fear, that you have not obſerved 
them at all, and that ſeveral of them you never 
pretended to obſerve. And 1s. it you that are 
accuſing me, for not obſerving the rubics of the 
church? What grimace is this! O tell it not in 
Gath! Publiſi it not in the flreets of Alkelon ! 

82. With regard to the Canons, I would in the 
firſt place deſire you to conſider, two or three plain 
queſtioas. | | | 
iſt. Have you ever read them over? T | 
adly. How can theſe. be called, The Canons 
of the Church of England? Seeing they were 
never legally eſtabliſhed by the Church? Never 
regularly confirmed in any full convocation 7 y: 
. galy. By what 1ight am I required to obſerve 
. ſuch Canons as were never legally eſtabliſhed? 
And then I will join iffue with you on one 
queſtion more, viz, Whether you or I have 
volerved them mol} ? bt 4 
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either bring or fend in writiag, with his hand 
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To inſtance only in a few. 

Can. 29. No perſon ſhall be admitted godfather 
or godmother to any child, — be fore the ſaid perſon 
hath received the holy communion, 

Can. 59. Every Parſon, Vicar, or Curate, upon 
every Sunday and Holiday, before Evening Prayer, 


Rall, for half an hour, or more, examine and inſtrutt 


the youth and ignorant perſons of his Pariſh, 

Can. 64. Every Parſon, Vicar, or Curate, ſhall 
declare to the people every Sunday, whether 
there be any holidays or faſting-days the week 


following. 


Can, 68. No Miniſter ſhall refuſe or delay to 
chriſten any child that is brought to the Church to 
him upon Sundays or holidays to be chriſtened, or 


to bury any corpſe that is brought to the Church 


— * 


or Church- yard. 

(N. B. Inability to pay fees does not alter the caſe.) 

Can. 75. No eccleſiaſtical perſons ſhall ſpend 
their time idly, by day or by night, playing at 
dice, cards or tables, 

Now let the Clergyman who has obſerved only 
theſe five Canons for one year leſt paſt, and who 
has read over all the Canons in his congregation ; 
(as the King's ratification ſtraitly enjoins him to do 


once every year) let him, I ſay, caſt the firſt ſtone 


at us, for not obſerving the Canons (ſo called) of 


8 f | the Church of England. 


83. © However we cannot be (it is faid) friends 
to the Church, ' becauſe we do not obey the 
Governors of it, and ſubmit ourſelves (as at our 


ordination we 1 to do) to all their godly 
injunfions,”* I] anſwer, incevery 


admonitions an 


'* The Author of a Tract juſt publiſhed at Newcaſtle, _ 


(entitled, The Notions of the Methediſts fully diſproved, in 
aL etter to the Rev. Mr. John Neſtey) much inſiſts upon this 
objection. I have read, and believe it quite ncedleſs to take 
any further notice of this performance: the writer being ſo 
atterly unacquainted with the merits of the cauſe : and ſhewin 
himſelf ſo perfectly a ſtranger both to my lifey preaching an 


Writing; and to the word of God, and to the Articles and 


Homilies of the Church of England. LOSS | 
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individual point of an indifferent nature, we do 
and will (by the grace of God) obey the Governors 


of the Church. But the teſtifying the goſpel of 


the grace of God, is not a point of an indifferent 
nature. The miniſtry which we have received of 
the Lord Jeſus, we are at all hazards to fulfil, It 
is the burthen of the Lord which is laid upon us 
here; and we are to obey God rather than man. 
Nor yet do we in any ways violate the promiſe 
which each of us made, when it was ſaid unto 
him, “ Take thou authority to preach the word of 
"God, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” We then promiſed. 
to ſubmit (mark the words) to the godly admo- 
nitions and injunQions of our Ordinary, But we 
did not, could not promiſe to obey ſuch injunc- 
tions, as we know are contrary to the word of 
God. 6 g 

84. But why then (ſay ſome) do you leave the 
Church?“ Leave the Church! What can you 
mean? Do we leave fo much as the church walls 7 
Your own eyes tell you, we do not. Do we 
leave the ordinances of the Church ? You daily 
fee and know the contrary. Do we leave the 
fundamental doctrine of the Church, namely, 
Salvation by Faith? lt is our conſtant theme, in 

ublic, in private, in writing, in converſation, 
Do we leave the practice of the Church, the 
ſtandard whereof are the ten commandments ? 
Which are ſo eſſentially: in-wrought in her con- 
ſtitution, (as little as you may apprehend it) that 
whoſoever breaks one of the lealt of theſe, is no 
member of the Church of England. I believe you 
do not care to put the cauſe on this iſſue. Neither 
do you mean this, by leaving the Church, In 
truth, I cannot conceive what you mean. I doubt 
you cannot conceive it yourſelf, You have retailed 

a ſentence from ſomebody elſe, which you no 
more underſtand than he, And no marvel for it 
is a true obſervation, | 
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et Nonſenſe is never to be underſtood.” 


853. Nearly related to this is, that other objec- 
tion, that we divide the Church. Remember the 
Church is, The faithful people, or true believers, 
Now how do we divide theſe ? “ Why, by our 
Societies,” Very good. Now the caſe is plain. 
„ We divide them (you ſay) by uniting them 
together.“ Truly, a very uncommon way of 
_ dividing. © Oh! but we divide thoſe who are thus 
united with eack other, from the reſt of the 
Church.” By no means. Many of them were 
| before joined to all their brethren of the Church 
of England (and many were not, until they knew 
us) by aſſembling themſelves together, to hear the 
word of God, and to eat of one bread, and drink 
of one cup. And do they now forſake that 
aſſembling themſelves together? You cannot, you 
dare not lay it. You know they are more diligent 
therein than ever ; it being one of the fixed rules 
of our Societies, „That every member attend tne 
ordinances of God,” i. e. he doth not divide from 
the Church. And if any member of the Church 
does thus divide from, or leave it, he hath no more 
place among us. = 
86. I have conſidered this objection the more at 
large, becauſe it is of moſt weight with ſincere” 
minds. And to all theſe, if they have fairly and 
impartially weighed the anſwer as well as the 
.objeQtion, I believe it clearly appears, that we are 
neither undermining nor deſtroying, neither 
dividing nor leaving the Church. So far from it, 
that we have great heavinels, on her account, yea, 
continual ſorrow in our hearts. And our prayer 
to God is; that he would repair the We of 
Sion, and build the walls of Jeruſalem, that this 
our deſolated Church may flouriſh again, and be 
the praiſe of the whole earth, | ved Who 
87. But perhaps you have heard, that “ we in 
truth regard no Church at all: that gain is the 
true ſpring of all our actions: that 1, in particular, 
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am well paid for my work, having thirteen hun- 
dred pounds a year (as a Reverend Author 
accurately computes it) at the Foundery alone, over + 
and above what I receive from Briftol, Ringswood, 
Newcaſtle, and other places: and that whoever 
ſurvives me, will ſee I. have made good uſe of my 
tine; for I ſhall not die a beggar.” 

88. I freely own, this is one of the beſt deviſed 
objections which has ever yet been made; becauſe 
it not only puts me upon proving a negative, (which 
is ſeldom an eafy taſk) but alſo one of ſuch a kind 
as ſcarce admits of any demonſtrative proof at all. 
But for ſuch proof as the nature of the thing 
atlows, I appeal to my manner of life which hath 
been from the beginning. Ve who have ſeen it 
(and not with a friendly eye) for thele twelve or 
fourteen years laſt paſt, or for any part of that 
time, Have ye ever * any thing like the love of 
gain therein? Did I not continually remember the 
words of the Lord ſeſus, 1t is more bleſſed to give 
than to receive? Ye of Oxford, Do ye know theſe 
things are ſo? What Bain did I ſeek among you 
Of whom did I take any thing? From whom did. 
I covet filver, or gold, or apparel? To whom did 
I deny any thing which 4 had. even to the hour 
that I departed from you ?P—Ye of Epworth and 
WWroote, among whom 1 miniſtered for (nearly) the 
ſpace of three years, what gain did I ſeek 47 
you? Or of whom did I take or covet any thing 
—Ye of Savannah and Frederica, among whom 
God afterwards proved me, and ſhewed me what 
was in my heart, what gain did I ſeek among you 
Of whom did I take anything? Or whole tood or 
apparel did I covet (for filver or gold had ye none, 
no more than I myſelf for many months) even 
when I was in hunger and nakedneſs? Ye your-' 
ſelves, and the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, know that I lie not. 

89. But (it is ſaid) things are fairly altered 
now. Now I cannot complain of wanting any 
thing; having the yearly income of a Biſbop of 

; | London, 


> * 
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ee 
London, over and above what I gain at other 
places.” At what other places, my friend ? Inform 
yourſelf a little better, and you will, find, that both 
at Newcaſtic, Briſtol, and Kingswood, (the only 
laces, beſide London, where any collection at all 
is made) the money collected is both received 
and expended by the ſtewards of thoſe ſeveral 
Societies, and never comes into my hands at all, 
neither firſt nor laſt. | And you, or any who 
defire it, ſhall read over the accounts kept by any 
of thoſe ſtewards, and ſee with your own eyes, 
that by all theſe Societies I gain juſt as much as 
you do. 

90. The caſe in London ſtands thus, In Novem- 
ber 1739, two Gentlemen, then unknown to me 
(Mr. Ball and Mr. Watkins) came and defired me 
once and again, to preach in a place called the 
Foundery near Moorfields, With much reluQtance 
I at length complied, I was ſoon after preſſed to 
take that place into my own hands, Theſe who 
were moſt earneſt therein, lent me the. purchaſe- 
money, which was 1igl. © Mr, Watkins and Mr. 
Ball then delivered me the names of ſeveral 
ſubſcribers, who offered to pay, ſome four, or fix, 
ſome ten ſhillings a year towards the repayment of 
the purchaſe-money, and the putting the buildings 
into repair. This amounted one year to near 2001, 
"the ſecond to about 140, and ſo the laſt, car. 

9. The united Society begun a little after, 
whoſe' weekly contribution (chiefly for the poor) 
is received and expended by the Stewards, and 
comes not into my hands at all. But there is alſo 
a Quarterly Subſcription of many of the Society, 
which is nearly equal to that above mentioned, 

92. The uſes to which theſe ſubſcriptions have 
been hitherto applied. are 1ſt, the payment of that 
215]. 2dly, The repairing (I might almoſt ſay 
rebuilding) that vaſt, uncouth heap of ruins at the 
- Foundery ; gdly. The building galleries both for 
men and women; 4qthly, The enlarging. the 
Society room to near thrice iis firſt bigs: : 


"4 
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All taxes and occaſional expetices ate likewife 


defrayed out of this fund. Audi it has been hitherto 
ſo far lrom yielding any overplus, that it has never 
ſufficed for theſe purpoles yet. So far from it, that 
1 am ſtill in debt, on theſe accounts, near Zool. 
So much have | hitherto gained by preaching the 
golpel! Belides a debt of 150). {till remaining on 
account of the ſchools built at Briſtol; and another 
of above 2001. on account of that now building at 
Newcaſtle. I defire any reaſonable man would now 
_ ſit down and lay theſe things together, and let him 
ſee, whether, allowing me a grain Mcommon ſenſe, 
(if not of common honeſty) he can poſſibly con- 
ceive, that a view of gain, wouldinduce me to act 
in this manner. | | | i ar? 

93. You.can never reconcile it with any de- 
gree of common ſenſe, that a man who wants 
nothing, Who has already all the neceſſaries, all 
the conveniencies, nay, and many of the ſuper- 
fluities. of life, and theſe not only independent 
of any one, but leſs liable to contingencies than 
even a gentleman's freehold eſtate: that ſuch; an 
one ſhould calmly and deliberatly throw up-his 
eaſe,, molt of his friends, his reputation, and that 
way of life which of all others is molt agreeable 
both to his natural temper and education: that he 
ſhould toil day and night, ſpend; all his time and 
{trength, knowingly deſtroy a firm conſtitution and 
haſten into -weakneſs, pain, diſeaſeß, death.. to 
gain a debt of. ſix or ſeven hundred pounds! 

94. But ſuppoſing the balance on the other fide, 
let me aſk you one plain que ſt ion. For what gain 
(ſetting conſcience alide) will you be obliged to act 


thus? To live exactly as I do? For what price will 


- you preach (and that with all your might, not in an 


eaſy indolent faſhionable way) eighteen or ninteen 
times every week? And this throughout the year? 


What ſhall I give you, to travel ſeven. or eight 
hundred miles, in all-weathers, every two or three 
months? For what ſalary will you abſtain from all 
other diverſions, than the doing good, and the 
a | prailing 


ſoul of a poor ſelf murderer; 


(4) 

praiſing God?” I am miſtaken if you would not 
prefer ſtrangling to ſuch a life even with thouſands 
of gold and filver. / 


95. And what is the comfort you have found 


out for me in theſe circumſtances? Why, that 


« | fhall not die a beggan,” So now I am ſuppoſed 


to be heaping up riches, that I may leave 
them behind me.“ Leave them behind me! For 


whom? My wife and children? Who are they ? 


They are yet unborn, Unleſs thou meaneſt the 


children of faith whom God hath given me. But 
my heavenly Father feedeth them. Indeed if I 
lay up riches at all, it muſt be to leave behind me: 
(feeing my fellowſhip is a proviſion for life.) But 
cannot underſtand this. What comfort would it 


be to my ſoul, now launched into eternity, that I 


had left behind me, gold as the duſt, and ſilver as 


the ſand of the ſea? Will it follow me over the 


reat gulph? Or can I go back to it? Thou that 


O 
Fifteſt up thy eyes in hell, what do thy riches profit 


thee now? Will all thou once hadſt under the ſun, 
gain thee a drop of water to cool thy tongue? O 


the comſort of riches leſt behind to one whois tor- 
mented in that flame!—You put me in mind of 


thoſe celebrated lines (which I once exceedingly 
admired) addreſſed by way of conſolation to the 


>. 


“Vet ſhall thy grave with riſing flowers be dreſt, 
And the green turf lie light upon thy breaſt! 
Here hall the year its earlieſt beauties ſhe w; 
Here the firſt reſes of the ſpring ſhall blow: 
While angels, with their ſilver wings o'erſnade 
The place, now ſacred by thy relicks made.” 


96. I will now ſimply tell you my ſenſe of theſe 
matters, whether you will hear, or whether you 


Will forbear, Food and raiment 1 have; ſuch food 


as I chuſe to eat, and ſuch raiment as I chuſe to 
ut on. I have a place where to lay my head. I 
liked what is needtul for life and godlineſs; And 
A uh I apprehend 


* 


Who went fo 
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I apprehend this is all the world can afford. The | 


Kings of the earth can give me no more, For, as 
to gold and filver, I count it dung and droſs: 1 
trample it under my feet. I (yet not I, but by the 
grace of God that is in me) efteem it juſt as the 
mire of the ſtreets, I deſire it not; I ſeek it not; 
F only fear, left any of it ſhould cleave to me, and 

I ſhould not be able to ſhake it off, before my 
ſpirit returris to God, It mult indeed paſs throug 

my hands; but 1 will take care (God being my 
helper) that the mammon of uririghteouſneſs ſhall 


. only paſs through; it ſhall not reſt there, None 


of the accurſed thing ſhall be found in my tents, 
when the Lord calleth me hence, And hear ye 
this, all you who have diſcovered the treaſures 
which I am to leave behind me: if I leave behind 
me ten pounds (above my debts, and the little ar- 
rears of my nn you and all mankind bear 
witneſs againſt me, “ that I lived and died a thief - 
and a robber,” | | | 
97. Before I coficlude, I cannot but intreat you 
who know God, to review the whole matter from 


_ the foundation, Call to mind what the ſtate of re- 
*. - ligion was in our nation, a few years fince, In 


whom did you find the holy tempers that were in 
Chriſt? Bowels of mercies, lowlineſs, meekneſs, 


| gentleneſs, contempt of the world, patience, tem- 
. Perance, long-ſuffering? A burning love to God, 


rejoicing evermore, and in every thing giving 
thanks; and a tender love to all mankind, cover- 
ing, believing, hoping, enduring all things? Per- 
haps you did not know one ſuch martin the world. 
But how many, that had all unboly tempers? 
What vanity and pride, what ſtubborneſs and ſelf- 
will, what anger, fretfulneſs, diſcontent, what ſuſ« 
picion and reſentment, what inordinate affections, 
what irregular paſſions, what fooliſh and hurtful 
defires might you find, in thbſe who are called the 
beft of men? In thoſe who made the ſtricteſt pro- 
feſfion of religion? And how few did you know 
r as the 5 of religion, whe 


1 
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_ Hour the Lord is rolling 


had even the form of godlineſs? Did you not fre- 
ie bewail, wherever your lot was caſt, the 
general want of even outward religion? How few- 
were ſeen at the public worſhip of God? How 


much fewer at the Lord's table? And was even 


this little flock zealous of good works, careful, as 
they had time, to do good to all men? On the 
other hand, did you not with grief obſerve, out- 


ward irreligion in every place? Where could you 


be for one week, without being an eye or an ear- 
witneſs, of curſing, ſwearing, or prophaneneſs, of 
ſabbath breaking or drunkenneſs, of quarrelling or 
brawling, of reyenge or obſcenity? Were theſe 
things done in a corner? Did not groſs iniquity of 
all kinds overſpread our land as a food p Yea, and 


daily increaſe, in ſpite of all the oppoſition. which, 


the children of God did or could make againſt it. 
98. If you had been then told, that the jealous 
God would ſoon ariſe and maintain his own cauſe; 
that he would pour down his Spirit from on high, 
and renew the. face of the earth; that he would 
ſhed abroad his love in the hearts of the out caſts of, 
men, producing all holy and heavenly tempers, 
expelling anger, and pride, and evil deſire, and all 
unholy and carthly tempers: cauling outward re- 
ligion, the work of faith, the patience of hope, 
the labour of love, to flouriſh and abound; and, 
wherever it ſpread, aboliſhing outward irreligion, 


deſtroying all the works of the devil: if you had 


been told, that this living knowledge of_the Lord 
would in a ſhort ſpace overſpread our land; yea, 


and daily increaſe, in ſpite of all, the oppoſition: 


which the devil and his children could make againſt 
it: would you not vehemently have defired to ſee 


that day, that you might bleſs God and rejoice. 


therein? Wach | wy 7 al 
99. Behold the day of the Lord is come. He is, 


| again viſiting.and redeeming his people. Having 


eyes, lee ye not? Having ears, do ye not, hear? 
Neither underſtand with your hearts? At, this 

away Our reproach, 
: | Iready * 


* 
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| Already his ſtandard is ſet up. His pirit is poured 
Forth on the outcaſts of men, and his love ſhed. 
abroad in their hearts. Love of all mankind, 


meekneſs, gentleneſs, humbleneſs of mind, holy 
and otventy affections, do fake place of hate, 
anger, pride, revenge, and viſe or vain affections. 
Hence wherever the power 'of the Lord ſpreads, 
ſprings outward religion in all its forms, The 
houſes of "God are filled; the table of the Lord is 
thronged on every fide, And thoſe who thus ſhew 
their love of God, ſhew they love their neighbour 
allo, by doing all manner of good as they have 
time) to all men, They are likewiſe cereful to 
abſtain from ail evil. Curling, f.bbath-breaking, 
drunkenneſs, with all other (however faſhionable} 
works of the devil, are not once named. amon 
them, All this is plain, demonſtrable fact. For 
this alſo is not done in a corner, Now, do you 
acknowledge the day of your vitiiation-? Do you 
bleſs God ad rejoice therein? 45 
100. What hinders? ls it this, that men ſay all 


— 


manner of evil of thole whom God is pleaſed to uſe : 


as inſtruments in his work? O ye fools, did ye 


ſuppoſe the devil was dead? Or that he would not 


fight for his kingdom? And what weapons ſhall 
he fight with, if not with lies? Is he not a liar, and 


the father of it? Suffer ye then thus far, Let the 


devil and his children ſay all manner of evil of us. 


And let them go on deceiving each other, and 


being deceived, But ye need not be deceived alſo, 
Or if you are, if you will believe all they ſay : 
be it ſo, that we are weak, filly, wicked men; 
without ſenſe, without learning, without even a 
defire or deſign of doing good: yet I inſiſt upon 
the fact. Chriſt is preached, and ſinners are con- 
verted to God. This none but a madman can 
deny. We are ready to prove it by. a cloud of 


witneſſes, Neither therefore can the inference be 


denied, that God is now viſiting his people. O that 


all men may know in this their day, the things 


that make for their peace ! 
| 2 | 101. Upon 


639) 

101. Upon the whole, to men of the world 1 
would ſtill recommend the known advice of 
Gamaliel ; * Reſtrain from theſe men, and let them 
alone ; for if this work be of. men, it will come to 
nought; but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow 
it, leſt haply ye be found even to fight againſt 
God,” But unto you whom God hath choſen out 
of the world, I ſay ye are our brethren, and of our 

father's houſe, it behoveth you, in whatſoever. 
manner ye are able, to ſtrengthen our hands in 
God. And this ye are all able to do; to wiſh us 
good luck in the name of the Lord, and to pray 
continually, that none of. theſe things may move 
us, and that we may not count our lives dear 
unto ourſelves, ſo that we may finiſh our courſe 
with. joy, and the miniſtry which we have received 
ef the Lord Jeſus!” 


, - 
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( 33. 


Primitive Chriſtianity, 


APPY the ſouls who firſt believed, 
To Jeſus, and each other cleaved, . 
g 33 by the unction from above, 
In myſtic fellowſhip of love. 


2 Meek, ſimple followers of the Lamb 
They lived, and ſpake, and thought the ſame, 
Brake the commemorative bread, 


And drank the Spirit of their Head, 


3 On God they caſt their every care, 
Wreſtling with God in mighty prayer, 
They claimed the grace, through Jeſus given 
_ By prayer, they ſhut, and opened Ne: —_—_— 


4 To Jeſus they performed their vous, e 7 
A little church in every houſe; *. «of 
They joyfully conſpired to raiſe 204 1 
Their ceaſeleſs ſacrifice of praiſe, #31657 „ 


5 Propriety was there unknown, 
None called what he poſſeſſed his own : 
Where all the common bleſſings * 
No ſelfiſh happineſs was there. 


6 With grace abundantly" endued, 
A pure, believing multitude; 
They all were of one heart and ſoul, 
And only love inſpired: ms, whole. | 


7 O what an age of golden 42581 
O what a choice, peculiar race! 
Waſhed in the Lamb's all- cleanſin blood, 
Anointed kings, and prieſts % 
3: Where 


T2 : f | (© 840 
8 Where ſhall I wander now to find .. 
The ſucceſſors they left behind? 


The faithful, whom I ſeek in vain, 
Are miniſhed from the ſons of mens 


9 Ye different ſes, who all declare, 
Lo! here is Chriſt, or Chriſt is there! 
> 4 Your ſtronger proofs divinely give, 


And ſhew me where the Chriſtians live, 


10 Your claim, alas! ye cannot prove, 
Ve want the genuine mark of love: . 
Thou only, Lord, thine own canſt ſhow, 
For ſure Thou haſt a church below, 


11 The gates of hell cannot prevail, 
The church on earth can never fail: 
Ah! join me to thy ſecret ones, 
Ah! gather all thy living ſtones, 


12 Scattered o'er all the earth they lie, 

5 : Till Thou collect them with thine eye, 
Draw bythe muſic of thy name, 

= And charm into a beauteous wy 


13 For this the lbading Spirit groans; 

= And cries in all thy baniſhed ones: 

—_— -, Greateſtof gifts, thy love impart, _ 
.* And make us of one mind and heart, 


BY 24 Join every ſoul that looks to Thee, * 
{1 IS n bonds of perfect charity: | 
Now, Lord, the glorious fulneſs give, 

: B | Andallin all for ever live, | 


* 


— 


PART 1. 


25 ESUS, from WP OL: all blefſings flow, .. 


If now thy Spirit moves my brealt, 
Here and 11 thy own * 


— \ 


reat Builder of thy Church a od f : Py 


-- 
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16 The few That mA call thee Lord, 
And wait the ſanctifying word, 
And Thee their utmoſt Saviour: oon, 
Unite, and perfect them in one. 


17 Gather them in on every ſide, 
And in thy tabernacle hide; 
Give them a reſting place to find, 
A covert from the ſtorm and wind, 


18 O find them out ſome calm receſs, 
Some unfrequented wilderneſs! 
Thou, Lord, the ſecret place prepare, . 
And hide, and feed the woman N 


19 Thither collect thy little flock, 
Under the ſhadow of their rock ; Fo 
The holy ſeed, the royal race, 1 
The ſtanding monuments of [thy grace 10 


20 O let them all thy wind 8 
Stand forth tliy choſen witneſſes! 
Thy power unto; ſalvation ſhow, 
And e, holineſs Fare | 


21 The Riots of th grace Wee 

| And ſimply to thy 25 live; 
Strongly reflect che light divine, 
And in a land of darkneſs ſhine, 


22 Ir them let all mankind behold, ; 
How Chriſtians lived in days of old, 
(Mighty their envious foes to move, 
A tin of reproach—and love.) 


23 0 radi them of one foul and heart, 
The all-con u mind LPT) > 


Spirit of peace and unity, 


The finlels mind that was. in Thee, 2992} 
43580 24 Call 


— * 
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44 Call them Into thy wonderous light, 
Worthy to walk with Thee in white ; 
Make up thy jewels, Lord, and ſhow 
" The glorious, ſpotleſs church below. 
25 From every finful wrinkle free, 
Redeemèd from all iniquity: 
The fellowſhip of ſaints make known; 
And O my God, might 1 be one! 


26 O might my lot be caſt with theſe, 
The leaſt of Jeſu's witneſſes! — 
O that my Lord would count me meet 
To waſh his dear diſciples feet! | 


27 This only thing do I require, 8 
Thou knoweR tis all my heart's deſire, 

| Freely what I receive to give, 9 

- The fervant of thy church to live, 


"28 After my lowly Lord to go, 
And wait upon thy ſaints below, 
Enjoy his grace to angels given, | 
And ſerve the royal heirs of heaven, 25 


29 Lord, if I now thy drawings feel, 
And aſk according to thy will, 
Confirm the prayer, the ſeal impart, 
And ſpeak the anſwer to my heart. 


go Tell me (or Thou ſhalt never go) 

« Thy prayer is heard, it ſhall be ſo :“ 
The word hath paſséd thy lips—and I 
Shall with thy people live and die, 


, 


